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1, What are we learning from this process? 

We should not make assumptions about our church/community. It has been interesting to 

discover more about ourselves and our communities. 

2. What are we noticing from reflecting on the data? 

 The congregation community does not all come from the locality of either church 

 Berrow: The village centre has changed since the church was built it is therefore no longer central. 
       Mostly people making their way past the church to the beach. 

The congregation therefore need to engage with the community by other means  
e.g. U3A groups, fitness groups, toddler group, school activities such as Open the Book. 
Brean: Brean is very much changed from when the church was built. 
 It was originally farmland, but now is a ribbon development of holiday parks,  
 caravan parks, fast food outlets, pubs and Amusement arcades. 
This makes it challenging to find out what is actually happening in the community. 

 Berrow: Lone parents, young people who are not in church but live in the community. 

Brean: The change in age profile over the last 10 years, there is a big drop in the 

number of under 40's and a huge rise in the number of over 65's.  

 Berrow: how do we know what people need if they don't come to church? 

Brean: the layout of Brean village itself, lack of community. 

 Berrow: We are growing a young church and are starting to explore links with our 

community. 

Brean: has a faithful but ageing congregation who are trying to reach out to the 

wider community. 

 St Mary's - following the reordering the building should offer much improved ways to enable 
 mission in a more flexible space.  

 St Bridget's - the footpath only goes as far as the car park so not many people actually walk 
 past the church which is below street level and not easily visible amongst the surrounding        

              buildings. There is not much scope to hold events. 

 St Mary's - is a very visible landmark and has been for 1,000 years but may not look very 
 'alive' from the outside except at night when the tower is lit up.  

              St Bridget's - also does not stand out except at night when the window is lit up but has been 
              there many centuries. 

 Our congregation is very generous in responding to specific events e.g. Christian Aid,  
Tearfund quiz. The money needed to be raised for the reordering came in very quickly  
and was seen as a testament to God's desire for local mission. 

 Berrow - the community is made up of a lot of retirees and some young families. The church  
             tries to serve all the community but would like to see more of the young families involved. 
             Brean - was historically a farming community but now tourism has taken over and there is  
             a summer and winter community which is very different. 

 We are good at social stuff, but what is our reason for doing this? 
 
 


