
                     Feedback from the Listening Team of Berrow and Brean Churches 
On the Congregational Discovery Reading Team’s Report 
Re Interviews undertaken in February and March, 2019 

 
We were pleased with the report from the Reading Team and felt that this was an accurate reflection of the 
interviews undertaken and that it was concise and helpful in that it also included observations, 
recommendations and questions for us to consider.  Anonymity was adhered to at all times. 
 
Throughout the report we felt that the following points were repeatedly coming to our attention :- 
 
It was evident that the majority of interviewees felt that there was a special atmosphere of worship in both 
church buildings and during services which gave a feeling of God’s presence and also at certain times of 
profound worship.  For St Mary’s we felt that possibly the feeling of disorganisation and confusion during 
the reordering has shown just how much this atmosphere is important to us. Hopefully the return to St 
Mary’s will make us more appreciative and able to share this with others. The comments left behind in the 
Church notebooks are a witness to the great worth this has to people; leaving the church open is of 
paramount importance. 
 
 
Many people described welcoming churches with friendliness and acceptance of the congregation to new 
people and visitors coming into the churches, this and the ability not to be invasive to others, is a gift from 
God which we should be grateful for and be willing to share.  People generally felt supportive and loved and 
therefore join in various groups for learning or fellowship 
 
 
During the various responses we became aware of the importance of the arrival of Jonathan as vicar and 
his family, this is also highlighted in the report.  We feel that this puts quite a pressure on him but also 
hopefully shows him his worth to us. The importance of a younger person was paramount.  We are all 
aware how much getting older impeaches on our abilities to keep going. However it does give us more time 
and inclination to pray and listen which is probably what’s needed! The services are times of meeting with 
God to many. 
 
People were aware of the learning opportunities within the church; the Alpha Course and House-groups 
were felt to be of particular interest and thought to be helpful in forging closer relationships through 
fellowship 
 
It’s interesting that any disagreements are usually not noticed. The ones in the report tended to be in the 
past. Generally we are perceived as tolerant .and accepting. 
 
The importance of the church presence in the school was mentioned several times by our interviewees and 
they felt this is paramount. The work of people who go in to school is important and it is an ideal opportunity 
for outreach. In a busy world, meeting the kids where they are is better than expecting them to fit in another 
activity on a Sunday.  We should let the staff know how much we appreciate their cooperation. It’s great the 
way the kids feel at home in church too. Hopefully they’ll be even more comfortable when we’ve got lots of 
space. 
 
Although initially the listening team were a little apprehensive of firstly contacting our interviewees and then 
going to see them (there were a couple of people contacted who did not wish to be interviewed) we all felt 
that it has been a very positive experience, we have all been made to feel very welcome and consequently 
the experience of interviewing was more fun and easier than expected.  As interviews progressed 
responses became much as expected. It’ll be more interesting to find out how people from outside the 
church view us and envisage our worth in the community; as people and as witnesses for God. We wait 
and see!  
 
The comments about travellers etc were probably made when we had the problem of a travelling 
community taking over the field in front of the church. They were invited to join us, but people were wary 
about the chaos and mess left behind at the village green. It’s an unusual occurrence. Generally visitors 
and holidaymakers are made very welcome. 
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