
Coronavirus Update 15/03/2020 

 

This week, the ministry team met to discuss the latest guidance from the Church of England relating 

to the coronavirus pandemic.  Following this meeting, and in line with the latest updates we would 

like to notify you of the following amendments to normal practice: 

 

1) We would continue to ask everyone to ensure they are maintaining good standards of 

hygiene, particularly with regards to washing hands properly before attending an event or 

service at church.  We are looking into having hand gel available at entrances for use on 

entry to church. 

 

2) If you have any of the symptoms of coronavirus, we would ask you to follow the NHS 

guidance and self isolate for 7 days.  If you have to do this, there is information on the 

benefice website so that you do not feel completely cut off. 

 

3) The common cup/chalice will now be suspended during communion until further notice.  The 

wafer/bread will continue to be offered, and the minister presiding at communion will take 

the wine symbolically on behalf of those gathered.  Even once the common cup is restored, 

intinction or dipping of wafers into the chalice should be avoided.  It is also not legal practice 

to use individual cups for communion in the Church of England. 

 

4) Physical contact in the peace will now also be suspended, and to avoid any issues we propose 

that until further notice we will share the peace verbally with those around us staying in our 

pews/chairs.  You can use the BSL sign language for peace be with you for those further -

afield.  This also applies to laying on hands during a prayer of blessing or during prayer 

ministry although both will continue to be offered without physical contact.  

 

5) All parishes will now complete a Parish Continuity Plan so that if there are any outbreaks 

locally, particularly amongst the ministry team, we can in so far as possible continue mission 

and ministry here. 

 

6) All ministers taking part in worship will be expected to adhere to strict hygiene guidelines 

including washing of hands and use of hand sanitiser/alcohol gel prior to administering 

communion.  It will now be the responsibility of the clergy to lay up the altar for communion, 

and so the role of communion assistant will temporarily be suspended. 



7) The serving of tea and coffee, biscuits and cake will temporarily be suspended until further 

notice on a Sunday, and at other events taking place in the church. 

 

8) This guidance all extends to home visits, home communions, visiting to care homes and 

hospitals where allowed, and no pastoral visits should be undertaken to people who are self-

isolating until their isolation ends. 

 

9) We will not be passing collection plates around for the time being, and instead a plate will be 

made available at the rear of the church by the door for those wishing to contribute to the 

finances of the church.  Those counting the collection should consider wearing gloves and/or 

using hand sanitiser (although this isn’t a bad idea anyway!)  

 

10) We are to ensure that surfaces people touch are cleaned regularly, including such things as 

door handles and light switches etc. 

 

 

This may all sound like an over-reaction, but we have considered things carefully alongside the 

current advice, and also much prayer.  These changes are temporary and aimed at ensuring that 

every member of the church family, which does include people who would be classed as vulnerable, 

are kept safe and given the best chance to remain fit and well during this outbreak.  We would also 

ask you to try and avoid sending advice that you may see through to the ministry team and 

churchwardens.  We are being regularly updated via the Church of England and it is good and 

comprehensive advice.  Your patience and prayers for those affected during this time are much 

appreciated. 

 

Rev Jonathan Philpott 

Priest-in-Charge 


