
Some helpful (hopefully) Q & A 

 Is it safe to return to church for public worship? 

We think the answer to this is going to be very much up to you and how you are feeling about things 

at the moment.  We have spent a lot of time preparing to reopen the buildings for worship in order 

to make it as safe as we possibly can.  However, you need to bear in mind your own personal 

circumstances, especially if you are classed as being a vulnerable person.  There can of course be no 

guarantees with Coronavirus.  There is currently no requirement to wear a face mask during worship, 

but you are welcome to do so if you would like to. 

 

 What safeguards have been put in place? 

Seating in the church has been spaced out to comply with social distancing guidance, however if 

people are attending from the same household/bubble then they can move chairs to sit together as 

long as a safe distance is maintained between the next household/bubble.  There will be a one way 

system in place with entry through the main door and exit through the chancel door (unless it is 

raining heavily and we can’t remove the flood defence).  This will all be clearly signposted, and hand 

sanitiser has been placed by both doors for use on entry and exit.  We will be operating a track and 

trace system with records being kept for 21 days and then destroyed. This means we will keep a 

record of who attends church so that we can notify you if there is an outbreak of coronavirus. 

 

 What services are being offered? 

At present, we are not planning for an immediate reopening of St Bridget’s although we are 

monitoring this regularly and will do so when we feel the time is right.  There will be a 10am service 

at St Mary’s starting on Sunday 26th July.  The pattern will alternate between Holy Communion and 

Morning Praise.  We will soon also be opening on a Wednesday morning for supervised private 

prayer, and the Wednesday evening online Night Prayer will continue.  At this time, there will be no 

other services offered. 

 

 Can we attend every week? 

Unfortunately this will not be possible at the moment.  To comply with social distancing, we can only 

accommodate 28 congregation in church at any time in addition to the small team who will be 

present to ensure things run smoothly.  We have separated the congregation into 3 groups, and so 

you will receive an email invitation to attend when it is your week.  We would ask you please to reply 

and confirm if you are attending or not.  If you don’t wish to be invited, you can let us know and we 

can remove you from the list.  If you can’t attend your week we can see if it is possible to arrange a 

swap with someone, but cannot guarantee this unfortunately.  All Sunday services will be recorded 

and put on YouTube following the service so that you can still watch even if you can’t attend in 

person. 

 

 Will toilets be available? 

Toilets will be kept locked, but someone will be on duty at each service with a key to allow access to 

use the toilets.  They will be cleaned regularly, and we have antibacterial soap, paper towels and 

hand sanitiser available and ask you please to use them and take all precautions possible to help 

keep things clean for others’ use. 

 



 Will there be parking at church? 

As you may know, the golf course are still carrying out works on near the church so parking is limited.  

However, we will be speaking to them to ensure that we can provide as much parking as possible.  If 

you can walk, you may find that easier, or it may be possible to park nearby and walk across. 

 

 What will services be like? 

They will be quite different to what they were.  We will not be using service sheets, so any words will 

be on the screen.  At present, no singing is allowed to happen during services.  We will not be moving 

around sharing the peace during communion services.  We will not be passing round the common 

cup during communion, and wafers only will be brought to you where you are seated.  A blessing 

may still be offered if you prefer, but with no physical contact.  We will not be offering refreshments 

after the services.  Services will be lead by one minister at this time, although we will relax this when 

we feel it is appropriate.  We cannot take a collection by passing a plate round, but a donations plate 

will be available as you enter the church.  We are unable to offer prayer ministry at the moment, but 

hope to do so in the near future. 

 

 Will there be any provision for children? 

We have had to clear away the children’s area unfortunately, and at the moment we are unable to 

offer any of the usual children’s groups.  Children are welcome to attend, but will need to sit with 

their families and observe social distancing. 

 

 What happens if I attend and then discover that I have coronavirus? 

Firstly, it is vital that you let us know immediately if this is the case.  Please contact Rev Jonathan 

Philpott on 01278 751806.  If he is on leave, an alternative phone number will be left on his 

answerphone.  The church will be closed in line with Department of Health advice until it is safe to 

reopen.  Details of what will happen will be communicated to everyone. 
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