
For news and info from across Berrow and Brean and the wider church 

Dates for your diary 

 

Sunday Services this week 

28th Mar Palm Sunday Service on YouTube 

 

 

Holy Week Services 

29th Mar 7:30pm Holy Week Service on YouTube 

30th Mar 7:30pm Holy Week Service on YouTube 

31st Mar 7:30pm Holy Week Service on YouTube 

1st Apr 7:30pm Maundy Thursday Service on YouTube 

2nd Apr 7:30pm At the Foot of the Cross on YouTube 

 

 

Easter Sunday Services (4th Apr) 

Booking is essential for these services.  We will be sending 

out an email to everyone who has booked in already to 

confirm details in the next few days. 

 

9:00am Holy Communion St Bridget’s 

9:00am Holy Communion St Mary’s 

10:45am Holy Communion St Mary’s 

 

 

Prayer Course (on Zoom) 

Please note the change to the normal pattern. 

Thurs 25th March 7:30pm 

No prayer course on 31st March or 7th April 

 

Course then continues on Wednesdays at 7:30pm from 14th 

April. 

Contact details Revd Jonathan Philpott (Priest-in-Charge) rev.jonathanphilpott@gmail.com 01278 751806 

 Revd Jo Healey (Assistant Curate) rev.joannabarr@outlook.com 01278 781014 
 

Website www.berrowandbrean.co.uk  

Dear all, 

 

This week I am trialling a new version of our weekly 

news.  Hopefully it will make everything just a bit 

clearer and easier to stay on top of what is 

happening.  Let me know what you think!!  Just in 

case you haven’t spotted yet, there are 2 sides this 

week. 

 

As things stand, we are still looking forward to 

reopening St Mary’s and St Bridget’s from Easter 

Sunday.  It seems really important to be able to join 

together on this special day, and you will see from 

the service details to the left that we have had to 

put different plans in place to accommodate 

everyone who would like to be there in person.  But 

this does present some challenges particularly at St 

Mary’s. 

 

I know that many of us will now have received the 

first dose of our coronavirus vaccine, but it is really 

important that we remember that when we return, 

we do so to the same restrictions that were in place 

before.  So, test and trace will still be operating, face 

masks are still required, hand sanitiser must still be 

used, we will not be distributing wine during 

communion, and there will be no singing.  We must 

also remind you that you once the service is 

finished, we need to leave without mingling please.  

As someone rightly pointed out to me earlier today, 

there will still be those among us who have not 

received the vaccine, and having kept to the rules so 

far, it would be a shame to be complacent now. 

 

Thank you for your understanding, and please rest 

assured that even though the restrictions are in 

place, our Easter worship will be celebratory and full 

of hope as we remember that Jesus has defeated 

death itself and there is a time to come where there 

will be no more death, or mourning or crying or 

pain.  Hallelujah! 

 

Rev Jonathan Philpott  

23rd March 2021 



 

Bishop Peter is retiring 

Some of you will have seen the news that Bishop Peter 

has decided to retire in May this year.  We continue to 

pray for him as he recovers from leukaemia.  Bishop 

Peter has recorded a video message which you can find 

in the news section of our website, and a prayer has 

been written for him (also on our website), which I 

would love to encourage us all to pray together. 

 

Bishop Peter is much loved across the Diocese, and both 

he and Jane will be sorely missed when they move on.  It 

was a pleasure to welcome him here to Berrow and 

Brean on Advent Sunday 2017. 

 

Please hold Bishop Ruth in your prayers as she leads the 

Diocese through the next period of time, and also those 

who will decide who will be the next Bishop of Bath and 

Wells. 

Lay Pastoral Visiting Team 
Many of you will know that across Berrow and Brean, 

we have a team of trained volunteers who are available 

to visit you in your home (when we can) or to phone or 

chat online if that is easier.  They can offer a listening 

ear and friendly support. This service is open to 

everyone, not just church members. 

 

If you would like someone to visit you, or you know 

someone who would appreciate a visitor (please ask 

their permission first), please contact Rev Jonathan 

Philpott. 

Berrow and Brean Good Neighbours 
We recently formed ‘Berrow and Brean Good 

Neighbours’ to put into place some of the things that 

have been discussed through the process of Partnership 

for Missional Church. We are a group representing the 

community with a Management Committee led by Mike 

Wise. One of the things we are going to start is a 

Community Hub and Café in both Berrow and Brean. We 

are obviously waiting on the Covid restrictions being 

lifted but would like to be ready to go! 

 

We are working with Kim Wilcox, the Village Agent, 

Citizens Advice and Sedgemoor DC. We will be 

supporting the Digital Champions Scheme that provide 

support to help people gain confidence using a 

computer. We will also provide the opportunity for 

people without computers to come and use ours. The 

main aim of the café is to offer people somewhere to 

go and meet and make friends in our community. This 

is particularly important at the moment.  

 

We are looking for volunteers to help run the cafés. 

There are 2 main roles, one is to bake cakes and biscuits, 

and the other is to help on the day. We are looking to 

run them on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. If you 

would like to offer help, please let me know by email: 

lesleymillard3@gmail.com or telephone 01278 327397. I 

would also be very happy to respond to any questions 

about this exciting initiative. 

 

Lesley Millard 

Thinking about the Environment 
In a recent news update, I mentioned that Axbridge 

Deanery Synod (of which we are a part) recently made a 

commitment to support the aims and objectives of the 

Climate and Ecology Emergency Bill.  But did you know 

that the Church of England as a whole has made a 

commitment to engaging with issues on the 

environment and climate change? 

 

“We believe that responding to climate change is an 

essential part of our responsibility to safeguard God's 

creation. Our environmental campaign exists to enable 

the whole church to address — in faith, practice and 

mission — the issue of climate change.” 

 

The Church of England General Synod in February 2020 

set new targets for all parts of the church to work to 

become carbon ‘net zero’ by 2030.  The reason that 

Synod has done this is because while some see this as a 

fringe issue for the enthusiasts, the church believes that 

safeguarding creation is one of the key missional 

requirements of a Christ-centred church. 

 

I am delighted that St Mary’s has decided to explore 

partnering with Green Journey to look at how the 

church can move towards that target of being carbon 

net zero.  But we are also looking at how we can 

explore this better as Christians here. 

 

We will be including environmental issues in our 

worship and teaching when opportunities arise, but we 

also want to form an environmental group for the 

benefice to bring people together to think about how 

theology informs our approach to environmental issues, 

to look at practical ways that we can engage with these 

issues.  You don’t have to be an expert to be involved - 

just be willing to be curious.  If you would like to find 

out more, or are interested in being involved, please 

contact Rev Jonathan Philpott. 

mailto:lesleymillard3@gmail.com

