
For news and info from across Berrow and Brean and the wider church 

Dates for your diary 

 

Sunday Services this month 

23rd May 9:00am Morning Praise, St Bridget’s Brean 

  10:00am Holy Communion, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

30th May 10:00am Joint Service, St Mary’s Berrow 

 (No service at St Bridget’s) 

 

 

Night Prayer (on Zoom) 

Take place every Wednesday at 8:00pm online.  Please 

contact us if you would like to join us.  You can access Zoom 

online or by phone if you prefer. 

 

 

Advance Notice 

Berrow and Brean Good Neighbours (see over for details) 

22nd June 1:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

24th June 1:00-3:00pm Brean Village Hall 

Contact details Revd Jonathan Philpott (Priest-in-Charge) rev.jonathanphilpott@gmail.com 01278 751806 

 Revd Jo Healey (Assistant Curate) rev.joannabarr@outlook.com 01278 781014 
 

Website www.berrowandbrean.co.uk  

Dear all, 
 

The next couple of Sundays in the life of the church 

are really important.  This Sunday is Pentecost - the 

day on which we celebrate the gift of God’s Holy 

Spirit being made available to all who wish to 

receive it.  As Christians we believe the same Holy 

Spirit made available at Pentecost is available to us 

today, and enables us to grow as Christians, 

revealing God to us, and empowering us for the 

work and ministry that God has called each one of 

us to. 
 

The following Sunday is Trinity Sunday, which seems 

to signal the start of that oddly named season of the 

church called “Ordinary Time.”  So what is that all 

about? 
 

Well Trinity Sunday may not come as a surprise - it 

is the Sunday when we are called to remember that 

God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Often in our 

worship and Christian experience we might focus in 

one or maybe 2 elements of God’s being but Trinity 

Sunday reminds us that there is a Trinity and in 

holding that image we find a truer understanding of 

who God is. 
 

Ordinary time on the other hand seems to me to be 

a complete misnomer.  Can anything where God is 

involved be classed as ordinary?  For most of the 

rest of the church year, we move around between 

special events like Christmas, Easter, Pentecost etc.  

But the season of ordinary time allows us the 

chance to engage with a more continuous reading 

of the Bible, and to explore themes like creation and 

the environment, and a focus on the life of the 

Church as it grows and develops and works out its 

relationship with the wider world.  It is a season 

where we move from remembering and celebrating 

the resurrection of Jesus, and try to work out what 

it means to live it out each and every day.  Hardly 

ordinary is it! 
 

Rev Jonathan Philpott  

21st May 2021 

Readings and Collect for this Sunday (Pentecost) 
 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, revive your 

Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the 

earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Acts 2:1-21 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 
Readings for 30th May (Trinity Sunday) are as follows: 

 

Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 



 

Berrow and Brean Good Neighbours Update 

We now have tablecloths, bunting, Fair Trade tea and 
coffee. We are now working on our rotas for the baking 
of cakes and helping in the cafes. All our volunteers will 
have been through a safeguarding check to ensure we 
are all safe. 
 
We have now confirmed that Citizens Advice will be at 
both Hubs in the last week of the month. The Village 
Agent, Kim will be joined by our PCSO, Sam and they will 
attend Brean on the 24th June and then monthly, and 
Berrow on the 6th July and then monthly. We will have a 
Digital Champion on duty at each hub. They will support 
anyone who needs to access the internet and does not 
have a computer. They will also help anyone who does 
not feel confident in accessing services online. 
 
We are happy to collect Food Bank boxes for people 
who find it difficult to get to Burnham. They can then 
pick their box up from the Hub. We will also have a table 
of food bank food available for people to take home. 
People will be allowed 3 things initially and then at the 
end of the afternoon, they will be able to go back to the 
table. 
 
If you would like to collect your Food Bank box at one of 

the  Hubs,  please emai l  Les ley  on 

lesleymillard3@gmail.com  

Sunday 30th May (Trinity Sunday) 
Just a reminder that both churches are joining together 

for a benefice service at 10:00am at St Mary’s, Berrow.  

There won’t be a service at St Bridget’s that morning.  

Booking will still be necessary. 

2021 APCMs 
Thank you to everyone who attended the APCMs this 

year.  They seemed to be good opportunities to reflect 

back over the last 12 months and to look forward to 

what God may be calling us to in the future.  It was a 

shame that more were not able to attend because the 

APCM is the main opportunity for the ministry team to 

share information about vision and planning, and to 

celebrate much that has been good during the year.  

Hopefully next year we can get back to an in person 

meeting and encourage more people to come along. 

 

As promised, the additional documents are on the APCM 

pages of the website now.  You will find the full clergy 

report as well as the document on the vision for the 

Church of England for the 2020s that I referred to.  

Please do have a read of these as we will be exploring 

them together in the future.  

National Day of Prayer and Worship for Pentecost 

This Sunday at 2pm there is a country wide online 

prayer gathering taking place for Pentecost.  It looks like 

it will be a really good opportunity to join together in 

prayer with others, and already the website shows 

more than 39000 people are registered to be a part of 

it.  For more information please see 

www.virtualpentecost.com 

For your prayers 
 

As you may know, we have a Prayer Diary for Berrow 

and Brean, and we would love to encourage you to join 

us in praying each day using this as it is a really great 

way of being united in our prayers. 

 

Below are some additional points for prayer: 

 For our Bishops, and all those at the Diocese who 

support local churches in their ministry and 

mission. 

 For the children, staff and governors at Berrow 

School as they prepare for the half term break. 

 For the ministry team and churchwardens at St 

Mary’s and St Bridget’s. 

 For the ongoing work we are doing as part of the 

Partnership for Missional Church, and the 

developing plans for community hubs. 

Next Steps 

Throughout the pandemic, we have been following the 
updated guidance in order to make the best decisions in 
responding to the Covid-19 guidance as it is issued. At 
the moment, things seem on track  to progress as set 
out in the government’s 4 stage plan. This means that in 
June restrictions will relax again assuming there are no 
issues in the meantime. 

We have been looking at how to respond as churches 
here, and while it will not make a big difference to St 
Bridget’s, we are anticipating a change at St Mary’s.  
Assuming that many of the social distancing restrictions 
are relaxed in June, but conscious that many are still 
anxious about this, the current plan at St Mary’s is that 
the current 3 week cycle of invitation will continue until 
the end of June, and the move to a 2 weekly cycle for 
July and possibly August to phase people back in gently. 

We will of course keep you updated on how things 
progress, but just wanted to give you a bit of notice 
about current thinking.  Still no singing I’m afraid at the 
moment! 

mailto:lesleymillard3@gmail.com

