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Back in October, for the first time ever (as far as I know) APCMs across the country were held online.  

Special permissions were granted, and to some extent it felt like a bit of a novelty.  At least we could 

carry on and do them.  I don’t know that we necessarily expected that we would come to this year’s 

APCM and still find that they are being held online, but it does look like this will hopefully be the last 

time we will have to do so. 

 

Although it hasn’t been very long since the last APCM (which looked at 2019) we are actually looking 

back a year to review the activity of the church in 2020 and to begin to look forward to the future and 

what it might hold in store for us.  And in the current circumstances that we face, looking back isn’t 

actually very easy to do as it has been a particularly challenging year not just for the church but for the 

whole world – and it isn’t often that you can make that sort of statement and it not be an exaggeration! 

 

2020 – the year church buildings closed, but perhaps the year that many really discovered what it means 

to be church.  It is fair to say that for many of us our buildings were closed more than they were open, 

and we must acknowledge the sorrow and sadness that this caused as we were no longer able to gather 

together to worship as we had done previously, with the freedom to enjoy one another’s company as 

well as God’s presence. 

 

What was interesting was the way in which people responded to what we were facing.  Many stepped 

up, saw the opportunity to get out there are serve the local community in practical ways as the hands 

and feet of Jesus.  Postcards delivered to (nearly) every home in the benefice with a prayer and offer of 

support on them.  People helping with shopping, medication, offering support through prayer, 

companionship and in so many other ways.  We worked out how to provide online worship 

opportunities so that we could still join together in worship.  And we celebrated the good didn’t we?  

We thanked people working for the NHS who were putting themselves out there for us.  We found a 

national hero in Captain Sir Tom Moore.  This was the best of humanity. 

 

But unfortunately there was another side too.  Others who didn’t see the need to obey the rules; those 

who didn’t rise to the challenge of being part of a bigger community; and those who in the absence of 

activity seemed to turn on those who were working hard on their behalf.  Sadly we even saw some of 

this here towards the clergy who have been working tirelessly throughout this whole time. 

 



But we press on.  Our churches are open once more, and there are new people attending both.  The 

Partnership for Missional Church process has been continuing and you will see a report in the document 

pack that explains what has been happening more fully – and it is exciting. 

 

So looking forward, what does the future hold for us?  Well in some ways we can’t really tell.  If all goes 

to plan, social distancing measures will reduce, at some stage we may be able to sing again, and even sit 

next to someone who isn’t part of our bubble.  But I really hope that we will hold onto what we have 

learned through all of this.  And this is why you will find an additional report in this year’s document 

pack which talks about the vision for the Church of England in the 2020s.  I am not going to read through 

the report today but I want us to read it and digest it because it is something that we are going to be 

looking at together because it holds together so well the things that we have been talking about as a 

church for the last nearly 5 years, and also embraces what we have learned during the Covid-19 

pandemic.  We need to be Christ centred and Jesus shaped.  Simpler, humbler, bolder.  We are called to 

be a people renewed in prayer and worship, in our understanding of the Bible, in our intimacy of 

relationship with God, overflowing with the love of Jesus, filled with his Holy Spirit, and able to speak of 

the hope of our faith.  We are called to be a church that engages with and lives out the 5 marks of 

mission.  It’s a challenge, but it is a faithful scriptural understanding of what it means to be church. 

 

I would like to finish with some thanks, and this year I have decided that I am not going to read out lists 

of names.  I want to thank the ministry team for their companionship, support, encouragement and 

forgiveness during the past 12 months.  I want to thank Helen for the way in which she has stepped into 

the role of churchwarden and for the way in which she has worked with us.  And I want to thank all 

those who work tirelessly for St Bridget’s to keep it open, maintained so well and support the church in 

so many ways so that we are able to join together and meet with God in such a special place. 

 

Revd Jonathan Philpott 

Priest-in-Charge 


