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St Mary’s Berrow 
 

Guidance following the Initial Relaxing of Covid Restrictions during Church Services August 2021 

 

Introduction: This document supersedes all previous guidance that has been issued, and has been 

prepared following consultation with the local church congregation, taking into consideration the latest 

government guidance and advice from the Church of England and Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

 

The guidance below reflects a cautious relaxing of the previous restrictions, trying to hold in balance the 

desire of many to get back to some normality, whilst recognising that others still hold a high level of 

anxiety about restrictions relaxing. It is hoped that as we gradually move forward into the future 

together, we may be willing to approach this with a sense of care and respect for one another whether 

we share the same viewpoint or not. It is anticipated that this document will be reviewed and updated 

in accordance with wider guidance issued. 

 

1. Attendance at Worship: We no longer intend running a booking in system for most acts of worship 

unless it is a special event that may have a higher than usual attendance. 

 

2. Hand Sanitising: The hand sanitizing stations will remain at the entry to the church. Although usage 

is not compulsory, we would like to encourage people to continue using it on entry to and exit from 

the church building. 

 

3. Test and Trace: It is no longer a legal requirement to continue the test and trace system. However, 

it is recommended that we continue with this. Therefore, the QR code will remain at the entry to 

the church, and we would ask people to continue using it where possible. If you cannot use the QR 

code, we would ask your permission to log your name and number to be retained as before in case 

of any problems. These sheets will be destroyed after 3 weeks. 

 

4. Moving around the church: There will no longer be a one way system through the church. 

However, we would ask people to still enter through the main door in order to use the hand 

sanitizer and QR code. Once you are in the church, we would ask you please to keep movement to a 

minimum. Once the service finishes, you may leave through either door. 

 

5. Seating and social distancing: Although social distancing is no longer a legal requirement, we 

believe it is still advisable. In most of the church, we will be reducing social distancing to 1m+, and 

there is now seating available in the pews in the south aisle. Seating behind the font both in the 

centre and north aisles will remain at 2m for those who feel more comfortable with this. If friends 

or family wish to sit together, they may move the chairs closer to one another. 

 

6. Face coverings: Although these are no longer a legal requirement, we would ask people to continue 

wearing face coverings while attending services and events in the church building. At very least this 

should be on entry to, exit from, and while moving around the church. Whilst seated, they can be 

removed if needed (except for in the 2m distanced areas of the church behind the font), but please 

be sensitive to those around you if you do so. 
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7. Singing: Singing may now be reintroduced, but we would strongly request that people wear face 

coverings if they wish to sing, and to be aware of those around them.  If you are seated in the 2m 

distanced areas of the church behind the font, we ask respectfully that you please avoid singing. 

 

8. Administering Communion: We do not believe this is the right time to reintroduce the common cup 

for administration of wine, and therefore communion will continue to be in one kind only. Ministers 

presiding at communion will continue to wear masks while the wafers are uncovered for 

distribution, and we would ask communicants to wear their face covering while receiving 

communion. As there is less space between seats now, we will begin to administer communion to 

people at the front step of the chancel again. You are asked to remain seated until you are invited 

forwards to receive communion or a blessing. If you do not feel comfortable moving to the front, 

please indicate this to a sidesperson and the minister will bring it to you. 

 

9. Sharing of the peace: The peace will continue to be shared in the socially distanced way that we 

have been using during the pandemic. 

 

10. Refreshments: Having surveyed attendees, we are happy for refreshments to restart following 

services from the beginning of September assuming nothing changes in the meantime. This will be 

subject to the Church Room kitchen being ready for use again, and a team being willing to serve 

refreshments having carried out a risk assessment. 

 

11. Other events and activities: The Church Room is now available for rental and use. However, anyone 

wishing to use the Church Room must contact Shelley Patterson prior to use to ensure that all 

relevant guidance is followed. It is anticipated that some of the additional events will resume in 

September including Encounters and the Friday Youth Clubs. You can check the calendar on the 

website for further information. Homegroups continue to meet as before. It is the responsibility of 

the leaders of each group to ensure they have carried out a risk assessment and are complying with 

the current guidance. Risk assessments should be agreed with Shelley Patterson for the Church 

Room, and Della Harrison for the Church and this should be done prior to the event. 

 

12. Updates to guidance: These will be communicated via our mailing list, in the notices in church, on 

the notice boards, and on the website and social media channels. 

 

13. Additional guidance for baptisms, weddings and funerals: In general, the guidance for attendance 

at baptisms, weddings and funerals will be similar to the above. However, ministers reserve the 

right to consider each service individually and to apply restrictions that seem most appropriate. 

Baptisms will be offered during the main morning service or 30 minutes afterwards depending on 

the circumstances of the applicant. 

 

 

We thank you in advance for your understanding in what is an uncertain time. 

 

 

Rev Jonathan Philpott 

Priest-in-Charge 


