
For news and info from across Berrow and Brean and the wider church 

Dates for your diary 
 

Sunday Services 

31st Oct 10:00am Benefice Service, St Bridget’s Brean 

 3:00pm  All Souls Service, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

7th Nov 9:00am  Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Morning Praise, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

14th Nov 10:45am Remembrance Service, St Mary’s 

 10:50am Remembrance Service, St Bridget’s 

 

21st Nov 9:00am  Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Morning Praise, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

28th Nov 9:00am  Morning Praise, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Holy Communion, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

Night Prayer (on Zoom) 

Take place every Wednesday at 8:00pm online.  Please 

contact us if you would like to join us.  You can access Zoom 

online or by phone if you prefer. 

 

Berrow and Brean Community Cafés and Hubs 

Every Tuesday  1:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

Every Thursday  1:00-3:00pm Brean Village Hall 

 

Friday Fun Club (school years 4-6) 

Friday 12th Nov 6:00-7:30pm St Mary’s Church Room 

 

Some Thing (school years 7-9) 

Friday 26th Nov 6:30-8:30pm St Mary’s Church Room 

 

Encounters, Julian Group and Bible Meditations  

Thursdays weekly 7:30pm St Mary’s Church Room 

 

2-3 Club 

Friday 19th Nov 2:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

 

For more information please see the calendar on our website.  

Contact details Revd Jonathan Philpott (Rector) rev.jonathanphilpott@gmail.com 01278 751806 

 Revd Jo Healey (Assistant Curate) rev.joannabarr@outlook.com 01278 781014 
 

Website www.berrowandbrean.co.uk  Church Room Bookings stmaryschurchroombookings@gmail.com  

Dear all, 

 

I hope are all well, and please be assured of our 

continuing prayers as we continue to try to make the 

best decisions for responding to the pandemic as a 

church.  At present, things appear to be going well 

and we will continue to maintain a cautious but 

flexible approach to worship despite pressures from 

the wider world to abandon all precautions.  The 

main change that you might spot if you attend a 

communion service is, that we are now offering 

wafers which are dipped into the wine.  If you would 

prefer to just receive the wafer, please just let 

whoever is administering communion know.  I know 

that for some this has been a comforting 

progression. 

 

We are soon entering into the season of All Souls 

and All Saints and you will find details over the page 

about our All Souls service this year.  As we know, 

this season is accompanied by “Halloween” which 

has caused much debate for Christians over the 

years. 

 

Perhaps we don’t say enough about it as a church, 

but response may range anywhere from “it is just 

harmless fun” through to “it is really dangerous and 

an opposition to our faith”.  So where do we stand 

with this as Christians?  A column in a newsletter 

probably won’t do it justice, but as a starter for ten J. 

John says, “at best it sends mixed messages about 

the ’scary’ side of life; at worst it glorifies evil things 

which we should guard against.”  As Christians we 

believe in a God who talks about being the light that 

shines in the darkness.  The Bible speaks a lot about 

this light, and tells us that the darkness will never 

put it out.  Is it ok to just go along with Halloween?  

Is it ok to just hide from it?  Is it possible to engage 

with it in a different way completely?  For more 

information, you might like to have a look at the 

attached document from the Church of England. 

 

Rev Jonathan Philpott  

23rd October 2021 



 

Light Party 2021 
We are holding a Light Party at St Mary’s on Saturday 

30th October between 4:30-6:30pm as an alternative to 

Halloween. We have been amazed at the interest in this, 

with 43 children currently booked in to attend. 

 

Plans include craft, songs, food, and a glow in the dark 

treasure trail.  Each child will also be given a party bag 

with a special booklet about Jesus. 

 

So, there are a few things that we need help with ... 

 

1) Are you interested in coming to help?  

2) We have made the event free of charge to make it 

accessible to all.  Would you like to help financially 

(even £1 to cover a booklet helps!) 

3) Prayer! 

 

If you have answered yes to 1 or 2, please contact Rev Jo 

Healey on rev.joannabarr@outlook.com for more 

information.  Thank you in advance! 

For your prayers 
As you may know, we have a Prayer Diary for Berrow 

and Brean, and we would love to encourage you to join 

us in praying each day using this as it is a really great 

way of being united in our prayers. 

 

Please also pray for the different things that are in this 

newsletter, and for the groups that offer people the 

chance to grow in their faith. Please also continue to 

pray for our community cafe and hubs. 

 

This month, we continue to pray for those leading the 

process for the appointment of the new Bishop of Bath 

and Wells.  The following prayer has been offered for 

our use: 

 

God of love, lead us through this time of vacancy. 

Guide all those involved in the appointment process, 

Give us all ears to listen, eyes to see, 

hearts to pray and minds to think, 

placing the needs of others before ourselves, 

always seeking your will and  your kingdom. Amen. 

Benefice Service on 31st October 
On 31st October, there is a benefice service at St 

Bridget’s in Brean.  These services are where we join 

together as a wider church family of St Mary’s and St 

Bridget’s and are really important ways of getting to 

know and support one another.  Please do come along 

if you can. 

 

Please note, the service starts at 10:00am.  And don’t 

forget the clocks change that weekend too!! 

Readings and Collect for 31st Oct (4th before Advent) 

God of glory, touch our lips with the fire of your Spirit, 

that we with all creation may rejoice to sing your praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Hebrews 9:11-14 Mark 12:28-34 

 

Readings for 7th Nov: 

Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark 1:14-20 

 

Readings for 14th Nov: 

Hebrews 10:11-25 Mark 13:1-8 

 

Readings for 21st Nov: 

Revelation 1:4b-8 John 18:33-37 

 

Readings for 28th Nov: 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Luke 21:25-36 

All Souls Service 

Also on Sunday 31st October, we will be holding 

our annual benefice All Souls Service.  All are 

welcome to attend this service, which is aimed 

primarily at those who want to come along to think 

of someone who has died and to offer prayers for 

them.  The service begins at 3:00pm. 

Shoeboxes for Christmas 

Shoe boxes for the Mission to Seafarers/Portbury 

Seamen's Club would be very welcome. Some empty 

ones will be available in St Mary’s, and please return the 

full ones to church by Sunday 5th December. Many 

thanks 

 

Shoe boxes are also available in St Mary’s for Operation 

Christmas Child along with information about what 

needs to go inside the boxes. 

SAVE THE DATE 

This year, on Saturday 27th November, we are 

hoping to hold an Advent Quiet day at St Mary’s.  

This will be open to everyone and you can attend 

for all or part of it.  The plans are still developing so 

watch this space, but if you are interested, then 

save the date! 


