
For news and info from across Berrow and Brean and the wider church 

Dates for your diary 
 

Sunday Services 

12th Dec 10:00am Holy Communion, St Mary’s 

 10:30am LEP Service, Brean Methodist Church 

 

14th Dec 7:30pm  Carol Service, St Bridget’s Brean 

 

19th Dec 9:00am  Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 6:00pm  Carol Service, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

26th Dec 10:00am Benefice Service, St Bridget’s Brean 

 

2nd Jan 9:00am  Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Praise Service, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

 

For details of other Christmas Services, please see over 

 

 

Night Prayer (on Zoom) 

Take place every Wednesday at 8:00pm online.  Please 

contact us if you would like to join us.  You can access Zoom 

online or by phone if you prefer. 

 

Berrow and Brean Community Cafés and Hubs 

Every Tuesday  1:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

Every Thursday  1:00-3:00pm Brean Village Hall 

 

Friday Fun Club (school years 4-6) 

Friday 10th Dec 6:00-7:30pm St Mary’s Church Room 

 

Encounters, Julian Group and Bible Meditations  

Thursdays weekly 7:30pm St Mary’s Church Room 

 

2-3 Club 

Friday 19th Nov 2:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

 

 

For more information please see the calendar on our website.  

Contact details Revd Jonathan Philpott (Rector) rev.jonathanphilpott@gmail.com 01278 751806 

 Revd Jo Healey (Assistant Curate) rev.joannabarr@outlook.com 01278 781014 
 

Website www.berrowandbrean.co.uk  Church Room Bookings stmaryschurchroombookings@gmail.com  

Dear all, 

 

I don’t know about you, but I was really hoping for a 

“more normal” Christmas this year after the 

restrictions and difficulties that we faced last year. In 

some ways it looks like things might be slightly more 

normal, but still with restrictions around that may 

affect some of the plans that we have in place both 

in our homes and also in the churches. 

 

But I wonder if there is something about the 

disruption we have experienced over the past couple 

of Christmases that resonates with the birth of Jesus 

some 2000 years ago. Remember that things weren’t 

quite what Mary and Joseph were expecting either. 

Perhaps they too had plans with family, but these 

were thoroughly disrupted by the census called and 

the epic journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. But of 

course more significantly that this, plans were 

disrupted with an unexpected pregnancy and the 

arrival of the Son of God into the world announced 

by angels, shepherd and Magi. 

 

Sometimes disruption can be a good thing even if it 

doesn’t seem so at the time! 

 

This year we have had a lesson in Greek with words 

like Delta and Omicron flying around.  But as 

Christians there are others than hold a greater 

weight - Alpha and Omega, words wrapped in hope 

and not in fear. Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, the first 

and the last, the beginning and the end - promises 

that he has always existed and will always exist. 

 

When the world around us seems so unpredictable, 

there is one whose disruptive arrival brings security, 

peace and hope.  His name is Jesus, and at Christmas 

we celebrate his birth. 

 

May you know the peace of Jesus, the hope of the 

world this Christmastime. 

 

Rev Jonathan Philpott 

10th December 2021 



 

Berrow and Brean Good Neighbours 

As you all know by now, the Community Hubs and 

Cafes have made an excellent start and have a regular 

following of our local people. We have been amazed 

at how our church and community have embraced 

this venture and become involved either by baking 

cakes or volunteering on the day. 

 

The Cafés meet every Tuesday (Berrow) and Thursday 

(Brean) between 1pm – 3pm -and we now need more 

volunteers.  Can you help out on either a fortnightly 

or monthly basis? If you would like to know more 

about the role, please either talk to any current 

volunteer or contact me by email, 

lesleymillard3@gmail.com or by phone on 

07770692228. 

 

The Church of England requires all volunteers to be 

recruited through the ‘Safer Recruitment Policy’. For 

further details of this Policy if you wish to proceed 

with an application please contact: Rev Marion Hance 

on 01278 792082 or email marionhance@yahoo.co.uk 

For your prayers 

Please pray for the different things that are in this 

newsletter, and for the groups that offer people the 

chance to grow in their faith. Please also continue to 

pray for our community cafe and hubs. 

 

This month, we continue to pray for those leading the 

process for the appointment of the new Bishop of 

Bath and Wells. The following prayer has been 

offered for our use: 

 

God of love, lead us through this time of vacancy. 

Guide all those involved in the appointment process, 

Give us all ears to listen, eyes to see, 

hearts to pray and minds to think, 

placing the needs of others before ourselves, 

always seeking your will and  your kingdom. Amen. 

Benefice Service on 26th December 

On 26th December, there is a benefice service at St 

Bridget’s in Brean.  These services are where we join 

together as a wider church family of St Mary’s and St 

Bridget’s and are really important ways of getting to 

know and support one another.  Please do come 

along if you can. 

 

Please note, the service starts at 10:00am. 

Readings and Collect for 12th Dec (Advent 3) 

God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the 

Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us cour-

age to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to 

suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.  

 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 Luke 3:7-18 

 

 

Readings for 19th Dec: 

Micah 5:2-5a Luke 1:39-55 

 

Readings for 26th Dec: 

Colossians 3:12-17 Luke 2:41-52 

 

Readings for 2nd Jan: 

Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12 

Toddler Group is restarting 

On Wednesday 19th January, we are excited to 

announce that we are restarting our midweek 

toddler group “Little Seedlings” in the Church Room 

at St Mary’s Berrow.  It will run from 9:30-11:30am, 

term time only.  All are welcome.  Please see the 

attached flyer for more information. 

Christmas card delivery (locally!) 

Huntspill & Highbridge scouts have asked us to help 

with their fundraising. From 1st to 18th December you 

will be able to leave any of your personal local 

Christmas cards in the box in St Mary’s church and for 

25p per card they will hand deliver them. Please make 

sure they have a clear address and postcode on them. 

Christmas Services 

Attached to this newsletter is a flyer containing all of 

our Christmas services in both churches this year.  

We are delighted to announce that we will be holding 

the drive in carol service at Brean Country Club again 

on 21st December. Booking is essential for this event 

and also the Christingle services on 24th December. 

To book, please visit www.ticketsource.co.uk and 

search for St Mary’s Berrow. 

 

We will be monitoring covid updates over the coming 

days, and any amendments to services will be posted 

on our website and social media channels. 
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