
For news and info from across Berrow and Brean and the wider church 

Dates for your diary 
 

Sunday Services 

16th Jan 9:00am  Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Morning Praise, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

23rd Jan 9:00am  Morning Praise, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Holy Communion, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

30th Jan 10:00am Benefice Service, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

6th Feb 9:00am  Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Praise Service, St Mary’s Berrow 

 

Night Prayer (on Zoom) - see over for updates 

Take place every Wednesday at 8:00pm online.  Please 

contact us if you would like to join us.  You can access Zoom 

online or by phone if you prefer. 

 

Berrow and Brean Community Cafés and Hubs 

Every Tuesday  1:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

Every Thursday  1:00-3:00pm Brean Village Hall 

 

Little Seedlings (preschool and toddler group) 

Postponed until after half term 

 

Friday Fun Club (school years 4-6) 

Friday 14th Jan 6:00-7:30pm St Mary’s Church 

 

Some Thing (school years 7-9) 

Postponed until after half term 

 

Encounters, Julian Group and Bible Meditations  

Thursdays weekly 7:30pm St Mary’s Church Room 

 

2-3 Club 

Friday 21st Jan 2:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

 

 

For more information please see the calendar on our website.  

Contact details Revd Jonathan Philpott (Rector) rev.jonathanphilpott@gmail.com 01278 751806 

 Revd Jo Healey (Assistant Curate) rev.joannabarr@outlook.com 01278 781014 
 

Website www.berrowandbrean.co.uk  Church Room Bookings stmaryschurchroombookings@gmail.com  

Dear all, 

 

A belated Happy New Year to all of you, particularly 

if I haven’t yet seen you this side of Christmas.  I 

hope that you have all had a great Christmas and 

wish you every blessing for 2022. 

 

We find ourselves in the season of Epiphany in the 

church’s year this month.  We might associate it with 

the arrival of the magi in the nativity scene, but what 

is it really all about. 

 

In some ways, it is a shame that it falls so closely 

after Christmas, and has become more associated 

with the taking down of our decorations and getting 

back to some sense of normality after the 

celebrations of Christmas and New Year.  But at its 

heart, Epiphany gives us a time to really think about 

what the incarnation of Jesus really means and how 

we respond to God amongst us in human form. 

 

Here in Berrow and Brean, we celebrate Epiphany on 

a 3 year cycle to pick up on some of the key themes 

that emerge.  Firstly, we look at the basic story of 

the Epiphany from Christmas through to Candlemas 

(the presentation of Jesus in the temple).  Secondly, 

we look at the story through the lens of Christian 

Unity, and often churches take part in the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity during Epiphany.  Finally, 

we look at the story through the lens of Christian 

Mission as we look at the conversion of Paul who 

was perhaps the first Christian missionary to travel 

across much of the middle East. 

 

Jesus is the light to lighten the Gentiles, and also the 

glory of God’s people Israel.  But the victory he will 

win does not come through military prowess, it 

comes through the submission to the cross and 

defeat of death.  There is plenty for us to pause and 

reflect upon as we journey through Epiphany 

together. 

 

Rev Jonathan Philpott  

13th January 2022 



 

CURRENT POSTPONEMENTS 
Please note that due to the current covid situation, and 

in consultation with parents involved we have decided 

to postpone both the restart of Little Seedings (our 

toddler group) and Some Thing (our youth group) until 

after February half term.  Please see the website for 

updates as they happen. 

For your prayers 
As you may know, we have a Prayer Diary for Berrow 

and Brean, and we would love to encourage you to join 

us in praying each day using this as it is a really great 

way of being united in our prayers. 

 

Please also pray for the different things that are in this 

newsletter, and for the groups that offer people the 

chance to grow in their faith. Please also continue to 

pray for our community cafe and hubs, and for the 

young people who attend our youth and children’s 

groups. 

 

This month, Tearfund have offered the following prayer 

for our use as we prepare for the season of Lent: 

 

Loving God, 

This Lent, remind me of the beauty of unity: 

show me how I can draw nearer to you, 

and to who you have made me to be. 

I surrender my time this Lent to you, 

my maker, my redeemer and my saviour.  Amen. 

Benefice Service on 30th January 
On 30th January, there is a benefice service at St Mary’s 

in Berrow.  These services are where we join together 

as a wider church family of St Mary’s and St Bridget’s 

and are really important ways of getting to know and 

support one another.  Please do come along if you can. 

 

Please note, the service starts at 10:00am. 

Readings and Collect for 16th Jan (Epiphany 2) 
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with 

the whole creation to your glory, hidden through past 

ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 John 2:1-11 

 

Readings for 23rd Jan: 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a Luke 4:14-21 

 

Readings for 30th Jan: 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 2:22-40 

 

Readings for 6th Feb: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Luke 5:1-11 

Church Room Manager 

We are looking for a volunteer to take on the running of 

the Church Room.  Huge thanks go to Shelley Paterson 

who has done a wonderful job over the past few years 

but now needs to stand down from the position.  If you 

would be interested in finding out more, please contact 

Della Harrison, one of our churchwardens. 

God calls … everyone … everywhere 
This year we are invited to join in with the Diocesan 

Archdeaconry Days which are themed around God’s 

calling on each one of us.  There are a series of events 

taking place online during the week of 6th-12th 

February, finishing with a chance to share with others 

what we have learned during the week.  To sign up to 

take part in this, or for more information, please see 

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/faith/everyday-

faith/god-calls-everyone-everywhere/ 

 

These have been really great in the past, so we really do 

encourage you to consider taking part if you can. 

Midweek Prayer 

From the beginning of February we will be returning to 

an alternating pattern of Morning and Night Prayer on 

Wednesdays.  Morning Prayer will be in St Mary’s 

Berrow at 9:30am and Night Prayer will continue on 

Zoom at 8:00pm. 

 

The first Morning Prayer will be on 2nd February, and 

Night Prayer will then be on 9th February.  The details 

are all on our website.  Current covid guidance on 

worship applies to Morning Prayer. 

Lent Devotionals 
It might seem a way off yet, but it is good to think in 

advance about whether we might do something special 

as we journey through Lent. One option that many have 

found helpful is the Tearfund Lent Devotional which is 

available again this year.  You can sign up at https://

www.tearfund.org/campaigns/lent -devotional-

churches if you are interested (copy and paste the link 

above into your web browser).  We will also order some 

paper copies to put in the churches if you prefer. 


