
For news and info from across Berrow and Brean and the wider church 

Dates for your diary 
 

Sunday Services 

13th Feb 10:00am Holy Communion, St Mary’s Berrow 

 10:30am St Bridget’s are at Brean Methodist 

 4:00pm Evening Prayer, St Mary’s Berrow 
 

20th Feb 9:00am Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Morning Praise, St Mary’s Berrow 
 

27th Feb 9:00am Morning Praise, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:00am Holy Communion, St Mary’s Berrow 
 

6th Mar 9:00am Holy Communion, St Bridget’s Brean 

 10:30am Praise Service, St Mary’s Berrow 
 

Midweek Prayer/Services 

9th & 23rd Feb 8:00pm Night Prayer (Online) 

16th Feb & 2nd Mar 9:30am Morning Prayer (St Mary’s) 

2nd Mar 7:30pm Ash Wednesday Communion 
 

Berrow and Brean Community Cafés and Hubs 

Every Tuesday  1:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 

Every Thursday  1:00-3:00pm Brean Village Hall 
 

Little Seedlings and Some Thing 

Postponed until after half term 
 

Friday Fun Club (school years 4-6) 

Friday 11th Feb 6:00-7:30pm St Mary’s Church 
 

125th Anniversary of the beaching of the Nornen 

Thursday 3rd Mar See over for more information 
 

Encounters, Julian Group and Bible Meditations  

Thursdays weekly 7:30pm St Mary’s Church Room 
 

Nosh and Natter 

Tuesday 8th Mar 12:15pm St Mary’s Church Room 
 

2-3 Club 

Friday 18th Feb 2:00-3:00pm Berrow Village Hall 
 

 

For more information please see the calendar on our website.  

Contact details Revd Jonathan Philpott (Rector) rev.jonathanphilpott@gmail.com 01278 751806 

 Revd Jo Healey (Assistant Curate) rev.joannabarr@outlook.com 01278 781014 
 

Website www.berrowandbrean.co.uk  Church Room Bookings stmaryschurchroombookings@gmail.com  

Dear all, 

 

This edition of the newsletter is a bumper one, 

which I hope will come out ok when I try to send it 

to you.  There are lots of really exciting opportunities 

ranging from ways to get involved in church life 

through to events and courses on discipleship and 

local history and so much more.  
 

We are also fast approaching the season of Lent, and 

as we have in some of the previous editions, I 

thought it might be helpful to share some thoughts 

about what Lent is all about. 
 

By its nature of self-examination, penitence, self-

denial and study we find in Lent a really focused 

opportunity to ensure that we are made right with 

God and with one another.  
 

Lent begins with the Ash Wednesday service, which 

often includes the marking of foreheads with the 

sign of the cross made using palm crosses from the 

previous year.  This practice  serves 2 purposes - to 

remind us of what Jesus did for us on the cross and 

to invite us into that journey or renewal from death 

to life; and also to act as a sign of witness for others 

that the cross has made a difference to our lives and 

our motivation for living. 
 

To keep our focus on Jesus during Lent, there is a 

shift in the way in which we observe worship.  The 

colour changes to purple, there are usually no 

flowers in church, and we do not use the Gloria.  This 

year, throughout Lent we will be using the Psalms as 

the first reading as a focus. 
 

In walking the way of Lent, we journey towards the 

cross and resurrection, and in doing so we are 

invited not only to make ourselves right with God, 

but also to make a positive commitment to lead a 

more godly life based on the teachings and example 

of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

Rev Jonathan Philpott  

9th February 2022 



 

Service Times 
Please note that from Sunday 6th March, Sunday 

morning services at St Mary’s will start at 10:30am.  

Services at St Bridget’s will continue to start at 9:00am. 

 

Also, just a reminder that midweek prayer is now 

alternating between online Night Prayer at 8:00pm, and 

Morning Prayer at St Mary’s at 9:30am.  Please see over 

for dates. 

Ash Wednesday Service on 2nd March 
Our benefice Ash Wednesday Communion service will 

be taking place at St Bridget’s Brean on 2nd March 

starting at 7:30pm.  It is a lovely way to enter into the 

season of Lent and to offer this time to God in prayer 

and worship.  All are welcome. 

Readings and Collect for 13th Feb (3rd before Lent) 
Eternal God, whose Son went among the crowds and 
brought healing with his touch: help us to show his love, 
in your church as we gather together, and by our lives as 
they are transformed into the image of Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Luke 6:17-26 
 
Readings for 20th Feb: 
Revelation 4:1-11 Luke 8:22-25 
 
Readings for 27th Feb: 
2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2 Luke 9:28-36 
 
Readings for 6th Mar: 
Psalm 91:1-11 Luke 4:1-13 

Some opportunities 

There are a couple of opportunities that are available at 

the moment for anyone looking to get involved in 

church life.  Please have a look and prayerfully consider 

if they may be for you. 

 

 We are still looking for a volunteer to take on the 

running of the Church Room. If you would be 

interested in finding out more, please contact Della 

Harrison, one of St Mary’s churchwardens. 

 

 We are looking for someone with some financial 

experience who might be willing to become the PCC 

treasurer at St Mary’s from the beginning of April.  If 

you are interested please see Colin Riches (St Mary’s 

PCC secretary) or Rev Jonathan Philpott. 

 

 I am looking for someone / a couple of people to 

help out with some occasional administration on a 

voluntary .  If you are interested in finding out more, 

please let me (Rev Jonathan) know. 

Living in Love and Faith 

This Lent, Axbridge Deanery is offering an online Lent 

Course looking at the Living in Love and Faith materials.  

The dates for the course are as follows (7:00pm start): 

 

Monday 7th March 

Monday 14th March 

Tuesday 22nd March 

Monday 28th March 

Monday 4th April 

 

We would really encourage you to consider taking part 

in this important conversation.  To register interest 

please see Rev Jonathan Philpott or Rev Jo Healey. 

Nosh and Natter 

Please note that  Nosh and Natter will be on 8th March 

and not 1st as usual.  This is due to a clash of dates  

which affects a number of the usual attendees.  For 

more information about Nosh and Natter, please see 

Jeremy Attwater. 

Lent Devotionals 
It might seem a way off yet, but it is good to think in 

advance about whether we might do something special 

as we journey through Lent. One option that many have 

found helpful is the Tearfund Lent Devotional which is 

available again this year.  You can sign up at https://

www.tearfund.org/campaigns/lent -devotional-

churches if you are interested (copy and paste the link 

above into your web browser).  We will also order some 

paper copies to put in the churches if you prefer. 
125th anniversary of the beaching of the Nornen 

On 3rd March 1897, the SS Nornen was driven into the 

mud flats on Berrow beach.  Many of us will be familiar 

with the wreckage that is exposed low tide.  To mark 

this important part of our local history, we have 

arranged for John Strickland to show his presentation 

on the Nornen at St Mary’s on the anniversary itself. 

 

A poster with more information can be found on the 

back page of this newsletter.  All are welcome, but 

tickets need to be booked in advance.  Refreshments 

will be available from 6:30pm and there will be a 

number of artefacts available to view as well.  Please do 

come along for what promises to be a really interesting 

and informative evening. 



For your prayers 
As you may know, we have a Prayer Diary for Berrow 

and Brean, and we would love to encourage you to join 

us in praying each day using this as it is a really great 

way of being united in our prayers. 

 

Please also pray for the different things that are in this 

newsletter, and for the groups that offer people the 

chance to grow in their faith. Please also continue to 

pray for our community cafe and hubs, and for the 

young people who attend our youth and children’s 

groups. 

 

Please also pray for one another and for the ministry 

team, and for yourself as you journey through Lent. 

 

Tearfund have offered the following prayer for our use 

as we prepare for the season of Lent: 

 

Loving God, 

This Lent, remind me of the beauty of unity: 

show me how I can draw nearer to you, 

and to who you have made me to be. 

I surrender my time this Lent to you, 

my maker, my redeemer and my saviour.  Amen. 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – 

from your weekly shop to your annual holiday – you 

could be raising free donations for St Mary’s or St 

Bridget’s with easyfundraising? 

 

There are over 4,000 shops and sites on board ready to 

make a donation – and it won’t cost you a penny extra 

to help us raise funds. 

 

All you need to do is: 

1. Go to either St Mary’s or St Bridget’s  

easyfundraising page or and join for free. 

 

2.   Every time you shop online, go to    

  easyfundraising first to find the site you want  

  and start shopping. 

 

3.  After you’ve checked out, the retailer will  make a 

 donation to St Mary’s or St Bridget’s at no extra 

 cost to you whatsoever! 

 

There are no catches or hidden charges and St Mary’s 

and St Bridget’s will be really grateful for your 

donations. 

 

Some of you are already doing this for St Mary’s, and 

since setting up the pages, have raised over £140 so it 

does really make a difference. 

 

Thank you for considering this. 

Refreshments after services 
We are hoping that as long as the covid situation 

remains as it is or improves, we will restart 

refreshments after Sunday services from the beginning 

of March. 

 

We will of course continue to keep you updated, and 

will issue updated covid advice as things continue to 

change in the next couple of weeks.  We continue to 

believe that a cautious and sensible approach remains 

the correct one, and thank you for your understanding. 

Exploring Worship Course 
As a Deanery we are planning to run the Exploring 

Worship course again soon.  If you are interested in 

finding out more about worship, or are interested in 

exploring the possibility of a call to be a Lay Worship 

Assistant, Reader or ordination, this can be a really good 

way of taking a first step.  For more information please 

see Rev Jonathan Philpott. 



The story of  the wreck of  the Nornen which ran aground on 

 Berrow Sands on 3rd March 1897 

       

 

Many of  us will have walked along the beach and seen the remains of  the Nornen. I have always been 

drawn to her story of  why she came here, with the thought that many Berrow people might have a 

story to tell. It was only after speaking to people that I became drawn into her history and how so 

many local families were involved. I felt we could not let this anniversary go by without making an 

illustrated slideshow to share her story with you - on the very day she was beached here 125 years ago. 

 

We will hear about her crew, the vessel, and the trade she was in; the damage to her from the storms 

that drove her into the shallows of  our beach; the Burnham lifeboat and her crew that went to the 

rescue and then saving all the crew including their dog and the help and accommodation given to the 

crew by local families.  

 

The evening commences with refreshments from 6:30pm and the presentation will start at 7pm on 3rd 

March at St Mary’s Church Berrow.  

 

Entry is free but must be prebooked using the link below. 

 

So, if  you have an artefact from this vessel, or a story to tell please bring them along to share with us. 

 

John Strickland 

 

 

 

  https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/berrowchurch 


